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The Fruitful Vine in the Shadow of the Tomb

Grace and peace to you all. As we come to the close of these four transformative days
centered on hope in uncertain times, we must ask ourselves a blunt question: What
comes out of us when the world presses in?

We live in days marked by war, sirens, destruction, financial distress, and shifting
morality. We are not robots. Anxiety, fear, and fatigue creep into our lives, threatening to
corrupt our character, suppress our joy, and silence our witness. How do we remain light
and salt when our inner world feels bruised and battered?

Character is not charisma, eloquence, or dynamic delivery. As A.W. Tozer famously
noted, character is "the excellence of moral beings"—it is our internal moral compass.
Character is what determines our choices, and our choices, in turn, shape our
character.

Over these past days, we have been handed rich pieces of a mosaic of hope:
Goodwill anchored us in the theological grounding of deep roots and enduring hope.

Nina reminded us of our obsession with certainty—our human "socks"—and the
necessary space between preparation and true hope.

Sam invited us to allow our fixed expectations to be transformed into open expectancy.

Galyna brought us face-to-face with the reality of building bridges across crisis, exile,
and international pain.

Today, | want to gather all these threads through the life of a man who lived every single
one of these realities: Joseph, the son of Jacob.

Main Scripture Passages: Genesis 49:22-24,
22
“Joseph is a fruitful vine,
a fruitful vine near a spring,
whose branches climb over a wall.[k]
23
With bitterness archers attacked him;
they shot at him with hostility.
24

But his bow remained steady,
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his strong arms stayed[l] limber,
because of the hand of the Mighty One of Jacob,

because of the Shepherd, the Rock of Israel

1. The Anchored Branch: Rooted in Sovereignty

At the end of Jacob’s life, he speaks a prophetic blessing over his son in Genesis 49:22-
24 in what we read above.

Joseph is a fruitful vine, a fruitful vine near a spring,

Look at this imagery: archers shot at him, circumstances betrayed him, but Joseph was
a branch climbing over the wall because he was rooted near a spring.

What is this spring? As Goodwill laid down for us at the start of our gathering, true hope
requires theological grounding—an anchor dropped deep into the character of God.
Joseph was betrayed by his brothers for 20 pieces of silver, falsely accused by Potiphar’s
wife, and forgotten in a dark Egyptian dungeon for two full years by the cupbearer. Psalm
105:18 tells us that "they bruised his feet with fetters, his neck was putin irons."

Yet, Joseph did not grumble or become bitter. Why? Because his trust was notin his
immediate circumstances, but in the sovereign timing and calling of God. He knew that
when God tests us through His Word, He is forging an unshakeable character within us.
Real hope does not demand smooth sailing; it anchors itself to the Rock when the storm
is at its worst.

2. Stripped of Control & Transformed in the Dark
How did Joseph react when his world kept falling apart?

Nina challenged us to look at how we grasp for human control—our "socks"—confusing
human preparation with divine hope. Joseph's life is a story of being repeatedly stripped
of his status. First, his brothers stripped him of his tunic of many colors. Then, Potiphar’s
wife stripped him of his garment as he fled temptation.

Every time Joseph sought security in status or human favor, God allowed him to be
stripped down to raw, naked trust. As Apostle Paul commands in Colossians 3:12:
"Clothe yourselves with compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness, and patience."
Joseph had to lose his earthly garments to be clothed in the character of God. When
Potiphar’s wife tempted him, he didn't negotiate or rely on his power—he fled youth’s
desires and asked, "How then could | do such a wicked thing and sin against God?"
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And while sitting in that prison, Joseph lived out what Sam described: moving from fixed
expectations to open expectancy.

Joseph had a dream as a teenager that his family would bow to him. That was his
expectation. But sitting in iron chains, God was transforming his hope into expectancy.
He didn't sit in the dark, sulking or complaining. He served. He noticed the sad faces of
the baker and the cupbearer. He led where he was planted. Leadership, integrity, and
contentment are not born on the stage; they are forged in the prison cell.

3. Building Bridges of Grace Across Crisis

When Pharaoh finally elevated Joseph to the palace, Joseph did not use his authority for
revenge, or greed. He used his position to build grain stores, preserve life, and build
bridges across nations.

This brings us to Galyna’s message on building bridges across cultures, crisis, and deep
wounds.

When Joseph’s brothers finally stood before him, terrified that he would destroy them,
Joseph offered them a radical, undeserved grace. For four chapters, he tested their
hearts—not out of malice, but to lead them to true repentance so genuine reconciliation
could happen. And when they repented, Joseph wept and declared in Genesis 50:20:

"You intended to harm me, but God intended it for good to accomplish what is now being
done, the saving of many lives."

Joseph lived out Romans 12: "Do not repay anyone evil for evil... Do not be overcome by
evil, but overcome evil with good." He did not just forgive them; he provided for them,
gave them land in Goshen, and secured the future of his family. He took the pain of his
past and transformed it into a bridge of life for future generations.

4.The True and Better Joseph & The Resurrection Hope :

Brothers and sisters, Joseph’s story is extraordinary, but Joseph is not the hero of the
story. Joseph is a shadow pointing us to something—and Someone—infinitely greater.

As the late Tim Keller so powerfully pointed out: Jesus is the True and Better Joseph.

Joseph was sold by his brothers for 20 pieces of silver; Jesus was betrayed by his friend
for 30 pieces of silver.

Joseph was falsely accused and condemned despite his purity; Jesus was falsely
accused, condemned, and sentenced to death though He was without sin.
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Joseph was cast into the pit and the prison, suffering for the ultimate salvation of his

people; Jesus was cast into the ultimate pit—the darkness of the cross and the grave—
bearing the judgment for our sins.

Joseph was raised from the prison to the right hand of Pharaoh to give bread to a
starving world; Jesus was raised from the dead to the right hand of the Father to become
the Bread of Life for a dying world!

When Joseph was dying in Egypt, Genesis 50:25 records that he made his brothers
swear an oath: "God will surely come to your aid, and then you must carry my bones up
from this place."

Why? Because Joseph knew Egypt was not his final home. He died holding onto a future
promise, leaving behind a box of dead bones as a down payment of hope for Israel.

But we do not leave this conference holding onto the dry bones of a patriarch. We leave
serving a Risen Savior whose tomb is empty!

Tim Keller reminds us that the Resurrection of Jesus Christ is not merely a comforting
thought or a religious doctrine; it is the ultimate restoration of all things. The
Resurrection guarantees that every piece of suffering, every broken relationship, every
war-torn land, every trial we face in uncertain times is not the final chapter. Because
Jesus rose from the dead, every good thing you have lost will be restored, every sorrow
will be turned into joy, and God’s purpose will override every evil intention of man!

So whatis the Conclusion:? It is Carrying Resurrected Hope Home

As you prepare to return to your churches, your organizations, your alliances, and your
journey groups across the nations, remember who you are.

You are branches of a fruitful vine, rooted near the living spring of Christ.
Strip off the demand for human control.

Trade your rigid expectations for expectant faith in God’s sovereignty.
Build bridges of grace and forgiveness in your communities.

People around us are looking for real character—not dynamic performance, but the
genuine fruit of the Spirit forged through fire.

We serve the God who turns pits into palaces, cross into crown, and death into
Resurrection. Take this hope, stand firm in His strength, and go forth to be salt and light
to aworld in need.

Amen.



