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The EU wants YOUR nation to introduce a conversion therapy ban?
The European Commission wanted an EU wide conversion therapy ban law, to cover all member states.  They realised that this would not pass. But they are putting big pressure on every EU member & candidate member state to introduce national legislation.  We urge national Evangelical Alliances to pray and act.  
What is conversion therapy?
[bookmark: _Int_ZH8vjX1O]That is part of the problem. Definitions vary wildly or can be really vague. It is generally understood to be about medical or counselling interventions to attempt to suppress or change someone’s same-sex sexuality or gender identity. Some think of any kind of action which does not positively affirm someone’s sexuality or gender identity. Others think of unacceptable treatment like electric shocks or corrective rape. EEA obviously believes the latter to be cruel and, therefore, should be illegal.  
What could happen if there is a conversion therapy ban in your nation?
The answer to this question depends entirely on your nation’s definition of conversion therapy.  If it focuses in on abusive, coercive or fraudulent intervention, this would be fine. It would also be unnecessary because there are already laws that prevent such actions. 
However, if a potential ban went further, then the consequences could be serious, for example
· Preventing an individual from receiving the counselling, prayer or teaching they choose,
· Preventing a counselling service from offering a comprehensive service to clients who are questioning or feeling uncomfortable about their sexuality,
· Preventing a faith community from acting upon its scriptural standards for sexuality in its teaching, counselling, prayer and ability to expect their members to live in certain ways,
· Criminalising a parent who seeks to steer their child towards a heterosexual sexuality or the gender identity they were born with.
What is the situation in European nations already?
In a few countries conversion therapy bans have already been introduced by national governments. Others are now considering them. The scope of these bans varies. However, what has become clear is that there have been hardly any prosecutions. Contrary to what supporters of bans had argued, there is not widespread terrible practice. Instead, counselling services, faith communities and others have sought to carry on their appropriate support.  But there is a fear of unnecessary police investigation and possible prosecution, creating a chilling effect. A notorious example of a court case is of Matthew Grech, a Christian who was on trial in Malta for giving his personal testimony of how his faith has helped him overcome his homosexual lifestyle. Fortunately, he was found innocent. ￼
Would it matter then if a ban was introduced?
Yes, it would matter. A ban which stopped only the worst abusive practice would be OK but unnecessary. A ban that was broader in its scope would encroach on human rights, especially if it included activity within spiritual settings. It could affect the teaching and counselling within churches or how parents care for their children.  Such a ban would be profoundly intolerant. 
EEA’s position on a conversion therapy ban
This is what EEA believes.
Any coercion, abuse or fraud connected to trying to change someone’s sexuality or gender identity is wrong.  However, such practices are already illegal through other legislation.
Every individual has the right to receive the support they need as they work out their identity and behaviour regarding their sexuality.
The teaching of the Bible is clear that sexual activity is God’s gift to be enjoyed only within monogamous marriage between one man and one woman.
The Christian community must be able to offer biblically based teaching and support to abstain from sexual behaviour that goes against biblical teaching. People of other faiths deserve the same freedom. 
All those who offer therapeutic support to those struggling with their sexuality should abide by the highest ethical and professional standards. A conversion therapy ban would be an unnecessary imposition, curtailing the services they can offer. If a ban was implemented too broadly, it could have a serious impact upon the human rights of all parties. 
What happens next?
We need to pray and speak up.
Some nations may feel confident and determined to resist the pressure coming from Brussels. But others will not.
Your prayers and actions can make a difference.
EEA and other members wish to help you, with simple ideas and arguments to use. 
Let’s pray for our governments, that discussions will focus in on human rights and actual realities, rather than a pro or anti-gay battle, which would hamper genuine reflection on the human rights at stake. 
Let’s also pray for the uncovering of wrong assumptions about widespread malpractice.
Let’s pray that individuals will continue to be able to access the support that they desire.
Let’s pray that service providers and faith communities will remain free to offer support of the highest standards, without fear of prosecution. 
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