
An example letter - National Conversion Therapy Bans
[bookmark: _Int_FLCVEfp5]This is the kind of letter to send to relevant government ministers, civil servants and Members of Parliament discussing any potential conversion therapy ban in your country.  However, please consider your national context. Some arguments may be more important than others. 
*****
Dear…
[Briefly introduce who you represent]
We are writing to you to convey our concerns that a so-called conversion therapy ban could criminalise parents, counsellors, faith communities etc. for normal, everyday activities. 
Of course, we believe that no one should be subject to clearly dangerous or cruel actions. But laws already exist to intervene when such things happen in the context of the family, therapy, faith community or anywhere. New legislation is not needed. This point is made evident by there being almost no successful prosecutions in nations that have implemented bans. 
[bookmark: _Int_9mwYJBDI]Conversion therapy bans tend to use subjective language e.g. banning actions that cause distress. This lack of clarity could lead to the prosecution of a parent, therapist, teacher or pastor because someone accused them of distress years ago when they were simply doing their best to provide support. 
[bookmark: _Int_3Xlz24GT]Human rights are at risk. An individual adult has the right to request pastoral or therapeutic support of their choice. Parents have the right to bring up their children according to their beliefs. Professional freedom allows for quality therapeutic practice, centred on the best outcomes for the client. Freedom of religion or belief allows for individuals and religious institutions to express and practice their beliefs in practice. They should surely be able to teach and to offer prayer and pastoral support. A conversion therapy ban could easily block all of these things because of fear of prosecution. 
[bookmark: _Int_jdjFUTwq][bookmark: _Int_rCAcsqhk][bookmark: _Int_lpCyFfIf]Therefore, we strongly request that you do not go ahead with conversion therapy ban legislation. If you are minded to do so, we ask that you conduct research into the implementation of bans elsewhere and what prosecutions have resulted. We ask that you consult with organisations representing parents, therapists and faith communities. If you feel you must introduce legislation, please make explicit what exactly is to be banned and how human rights will be protected for all. 
